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Welcome to our Autumn newsletter!

Looking after yourself and your family 
in an emergency | Readiness plans
Many disasters will affect 

essential services and possibly 

disrupt your ability to travel or 

communicate with each other.

You may be confined to your home or 
forced to evacuate your neighbourhood. 
In the immediate aftermath of a disaster, 
emergency services may not be able to get 
help to everyone as quickly as needed.

This is when you are likely to be most 
vulnerable, so it is important to plan to 
look after yourself and your loved ones 
for at least 7 days or more in the event of 
a disaster.

Get your family or household together and 
agree on a plan. A functional emergency 
plan helps alleviate fears about potential 
disasters and can help you respond safely 
when a disaster happens. 

This link will take you to a copy of a plan to complete or head into your Council office to pick up a printed 

version http://getthru.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/GRG-Checklist.pdf

A household emergency plan will help you work out:
n  What you will each do in the event 

of disasters such as an earthquake, 
tsunami, volcanic eruption, flood or 
storm.

n   How and where you will meet up during 
and after a disaster.

n   Where to store emergency survival 
items and who will be responsible for 
maintaining supplies.

n  What you will each need to have in your 
getaway kits and where to keep them.

n  What you need to do for members of the 
household, family or community with a 
disability or special requirements.

n  What you will need to do for your pets, 
domestic animals or livestock.

n  How and when to turn off the water, 
electricity and gas at the main 
switches in your home or business.
Turn off gas only if you suspect a 
leak, or if you are instructed to do so 
by authorities. If you turn the gas off 
you will need a professional to turn it 
back on and it may take them weeks to 
respond after an event.

n  What local radio stations to tune in to 
for civil defence information during an 
event.

n  How to contact your local council’s 
civil defence emergency management 
office for assistance during an 
emergency. 

If life or property is threatened, always 
dial 111.
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Fox river Landfill
the disused Fox river landfill was significantly 

affect by flood waters in the March event and large 

amounts of rubbish was spread into the river and 

on some parts of the Westland coastline. 

A number of Government agencies have supported local and 
regional Council with the clean-up response including Maritime NZ, 
Department of Conservation, Bay of Plenty Regional Council, Enviro 
NZ and CDEM staff.

Many volunteers from around the country have worked tirelessly 
over the past number weeks to pick up rubbish in remote areas as 
new operational plans are created to address the long term clean 
up options.

Waiho Bridge quickly reinstated 
the Waiho Bailey bridge that was 

washed away in the March flood, was 

reinstated within 18 days with the 

help of multiple contractors including 

the new Zealand defence Force army 

(nZdF) engineers, downers and the 

local communities of south Westland.

The South Island tourism industry was 
impacted when the connection between 
Fox and Franz Josef was cut off . However 
due to the range of agencies and other 
partners who provided specialist advice 
and resources the disruption  to the West 
Coast economy and local communities 
was kept to a minimum.

NZDF had previously worked with Fulton 
Hogan and Downers, particularly after the 
Kaikoura earthquakes and their combined 
expertise supported the deconstruction 
and construction of the new Bailey bridge 
effectively and efficiently.

" People worked extremely hard to get 
the bridge back over the river and 
reconnect the communities in South 
Westland. The Transport Agency 
is proud of the work done and the 
positive attitude everyone brought to 
this project.”

Westland bears the brunt 
of heavy rainfall

West Coast Emergency Management 
Group helped organise the Defence 
Force to join the project and our work 
with many lifeline partners continues 
to strengthen as we prepare for other 
events. West Coast CDEM Group are 
looking forward to working with them in 
the future as we plan for a major event 
such as the rupture of the Alpine Fault.

time Lapse footage here:

www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/sh6-west-coast-and-waiho-river-bridge-storm-repairs/videos/

Moira Whinham, NZTA
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Working with USAR 
Taskforce in response
Landslips, flash flooding, debris flows, inundation, 

river bed aggradation and degradation spread 

across Westland from Jacksons to arahura (that’s 

approximately 400 kilometres) caused by the 

severe weather in March.

This included impact to our environment, infrastructure, people, and animals 
and the loss of a major asset of the Waiho Bridge that had widespread 
disruption across the whole West Coast region.

The West Coast CDEM response to this event was again supported by various 
partner agencies including councils, lifeline utility groups, welfare agencies, 
emergency services, local community members, helicopter companies. A great 
reminder that Civil Defence is made up of everyone in the community working 
together.

One of our key successes was with the deployment from Fire and 
Emergency NZ and their Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft System (RPAS) teams to assist in disaster monitoring, impact and 
risk assessment.

The request was made through the Fire and Emergency NZ West Coast Area 
Commander Mark Boere, who arranged for two RPAS teams to come over 
as the weather system was developing. The USAR teams arrived prior to 
the event and were deployed in the highest flood risk areas to complete 
flood observations, provide advice to local community members and other 
intelligence into the Emergency Coordination Centre. 

As the weather cleared, the USAR teams got on with flying their drones to 
provide photos, videos and 3D mapping of affected areas. During recovery 
they joined our DIRA team (Disaster Impact & Risk Assessment team) which 
was made up of helicopter operators, drone teams, structural engineers, 
river engineers, surveyors, geologists, engineering geologists, natural hazard 
analysts, geospatial specialists and earth works contractors. These 
specialists came from organisations such as GNS, Lifelines, local 
councils, University of Canterbury, and other regional councils such 
as Otago, Wellington, Taranaki and Waikato.

This intelligence was used by CDEM and our partner agencies to 
understand risk but also for rapid assessment of the impact to 
our communities and the many agencies involved in recovery 
along with assessing the risk of future flooding. In particular the 
intelligence gathered helped with the design and rebuild of stop 
banks, identifying damaged infrastructure and land that could be 
hazardous to residents.

West Coast CDEM Group is extremely grateful for 
all the agencies, companies and volunteers who 
helped in this event! Many people worked long 
hours under tough conditions to make sure our communities 
were safe and reduce the impact to our region.
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AF8 ROADSHOW
The science beneath our feet
over 250 school students attended hands on sessions 
demonstrating aF8 (alpine Fault Magnitude 8) hazards 
and impact science with many more members of the public 
attending science talks in the evening throughout the West 
coast in late March. 

The school sessions were run in collaboration with our Emergency Management Officers and 
scientists presented their findings to the wider communities and encouraged people to think 
about their preparedness should a natural event occur.

The Science Talks will be at the Alpine Cinema, Franz Josef 7pm on Tuesday the 11th of June 
and at the Hokitika RSA 7pm on Wednesday 12th of June.

Please see the AF8 website for more details www.projectaf8.co.nz
AF8 Facebook page for updates: @AlpineFault8

westcoastemergency.govt.nz

Alice Lake-Hammond shows a model of the 
South Island and the Alpine Fault to students 
from Reefton Area School. 

The long tail of recovery: Westland district recovery activity

the recovery activity as a result of the heavy rain event at the end of 
March will be ongoing for some time in our Westland district.

an extraordinary effort from agency staff 
and volunteers. A large area of a heritage 
wilderness is affected, and at least 50 
kilometers of beaches. On top of this the 
day to day operations can be impeded 
by weather conditions and access issues. 
Needless to say there remain a number of 
challenges – and still a long way to go.  

Significant areas of farming land and 
infrastructure were damaged. The 
farming community is still counting 
the cost, seeking ongoing support, and 
working through mitigating future risk. 
For example the effect for dairy farms is 
wide reaching, impacting on the welfare 
of stock and the many livelihoods for 
families and staff.   

The government additional funding recovery package announced in early May consisted of:

$200,000
from the Department of Conservation to support rubbish 
clean-up from the Fox River landfill.

There are many aspects to recovery that 
involve a wide range of agencies and 
communities. Some of the activity is very 
tangible and has wide media coverage, 
such as the replacement of the Waiho 
Bridge. Other activities are more ‘under 
the radar’ and might involve support for 
affected families and businesses.

Westland District Council continues to 
manage key recovery projects such as the 
Fox Landfill Clean-up and reinstating the 
local road infrastructure.  

The Fox Landfill is a hugely challenging 
task recognised with the additional 
government funding announced in early 
May. This will go on for many months, and 
as reported by Westland District requires 

West Coast Regional Council are also 
involved in protection works at the 
Waiho River at Franz Josef. The impact 
on the glacier access roads for both 
Franz and Fox have a detrimental effect 
on the tourism industry. A survey was 
sponsored by Tourism Industry Aotearoa 
and West Coast Tourism to investigate 
the impact on tourism and provide 
recommendations.

$100,000
from the Ministry for the Environment’s Contaminated Sites 
Remediation Fund, for river clean-up.

$75,000
contribution to the Mayoral Relief Fund

$30,000
for Rural Support Trusts.
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1. Torch

a. Bottle c. Charger d. Batteries e. Collar f. Petrol g. Tin openerb. Sleeping bag

2. Water 3. Pillow 4. Dog 5. Phone 6. Baked beans 7. Car

Understanding the risk
te rūnanga o ngāti Waewae workshop their preparedness for the 
alpine fault rupture

Miriama Johnsen, Events Coordinator at 
Arahura, shows off the newly installed 
generator at the Marae.

New Zealand Shakeout 2019
new Zealand shakeout is our national earthquake drill 
and tsunami hikoi (walkout)

We are encouraging all early childhood centres, schools, tertiary 
organisations and businesses to sign, hold a Drop, Cover and Hold drill 
and plan a tsunami hikoi if they are in a tsunami zone.

This year’s Shakeout and tsunami hikoi will be on Thursday October 
17th at 1.30pm. More information to come over the next few months.

KID'S TIME!

A
n

sw
ers: 1-d

, 2- a, 3-b
, 4

-e, 5-c, 6
-g

, 7- f

hey kids, draw a line between the two items that belong 
together which can help you and your family in an emergency! 

Beans

At the recent Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Waewae 
hui held in May, an afternoon was 
dedicated to understanding more about 
the risk and consequence of the Alpine 
Fault rupture.  

This builds on the Arahura Marae 
preparedness plan, but extends more 
broadly to how whanau will prepare 
themselves, help look after their own 
whanau and the wider community in an 
emergency. Whanau worked through a 
number of topics including how they 
would organise their support to establish 
a Community Response Centre at Arahura 
Marae, and look at running exercises in the 
next couple of months to practice the plan.  

“This was a good start but recognises 
there's lot of more work to be done. 
There’s a need for whanau to be more 
involved to ensure they too are ready 
and understand how everything will 
evolve before, during and after any 
Civil Defence Emergency.”
said Hamiria Hutana, Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 

Waewae Office Administrator.

The workshop was attended by Rūnanga 
members, and supported by Robyn 
Wallace from Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu, and 
Claire Brown from the West Coast Civil 
Defence Emergency Management Group.


