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WELCOME TO....
The West Coast CDEM Group is very pleased to announce that Oliver
Varley has now been confirmed as the Emergency Management
Officer for Westland district.
Oliver has been helping us out in a seconded position for the past few months however
now moves to a full time role within the Group. We are delighted to have Oliver as part of
the team to work with the Communities of Westland.

Communications Upgrade time
Our Greymouth Emergency Management Officer (EMO) Matt
Beavon has been unpacking 64 UHF handheld radios which will be
distributed to 40 communities up and down the coast.
Matt was then out and about with our
Barrytown community coordinator
George Coates completing our monthly
radio communications checks with the
community radios and our CDEM radio
network.

The Grey District IT department is doing
a fantastic job of creating purpose built
EOC laptops with headsets and software
that allows staff to work in them more
effectively.

While we were in Barrytown we
upgraded the base unit so our radio
communications are clearer and have a
greater reach.

VHF Radios

Emergency Operations Centre – we are
using the Grey Council EOC and Regional
Council ECC to implement and trial some
big changes to how we co-ordinate
emergencies.
First we are moving all the Emergency
Operation Centres to a cloud based
computer system where all procedures,
forms and templates used in the response
will be stored. This will ensure all EOCs
have access to the latest files, that will
also be stored offline in the event the
internet is lost.

For more information or to contact us
please call 0508 800 118

Some schools in our region have VHF
radios to help them communicate with
us or other schools in an emergency. This
helps schools account for children and
receive information when conventional
communication like telephones, cell
phone or emails have failed. We have
assisted Paroa and Karoro schools with
VHF radios to help them improve their
response to emergencies. However,
we would like to work with all schools
in the region to see what types of
communication challenges they have
and how we can help find solutions
that meets their specific needs. Like
our communities, every school has
its own unique set of challenges, and
opportunities.

Comm Chec

ks

ions checks
F Communicat
VH
t
ou
y
rr
ca
We
mmunities
basis to 33 Co
on a monthly
is a really
is
ast Region. Th
across the Co
ss” and
ne
di
rt of our “Rea
important pa
the
es
iti
ese commun
gives all of th
ve
owing they ha
security of kn
of talking to
another means
the phones
if
Civil Defence
are down.

westcoastemergency.govt.nz

The 4RS

WEST COAST CIVIL DEFENCE NEWS
SEPTEMBER 2018 Issue 2

ACTIVITY BY NUMBERS

KEEPING EVERYONE IN
THE LOOP

155

Buller Emergency Management Officer Erica Andrews, recently
hosted some of our local media.
A team from Westport News joined local controller Chris Coll and Public Information
Managers, Kelly Langford and Debbie Crackett to gain an understanding of how an EOC
functions in an event, who they may hear from in an event.
Information is the key to understanding hazards, managing risks, and for helping people
to take the appropriate actions in an emergency. It is important that the information and
messages we provide are readily available to our wide audience and can be distributed in
a timely manner. It is absolutely crucial that those messages are accurate and consistent
as people will always be looking for an authoritative source and particularly when public
safety is involved.

Volunteers and staff
trained last year

18

Community
Resource kits
distributed

4

Declarations

EOC
Activations

10

L-R – Chris Coll, Lee Scanlon, Teresa Smith, Becky Manawatu,
Kelly Langford (absent from photo Debbie Crackett)

6

New VHF
Community
installations

Integrated Air ops
Coordinating Air Operations is a critical activity when responding
to a large-scale emergency.
We saw in the response to the Hurunui /
Kaikoura earthquake back in November
2016 how vital air operations was to
get resources in, assess damage, and
evacuate people.
Pre-planning air operations will help us
deploy and coordinate more effectively.
A better shared understanding between
civil defence emergency management,
emergency services and commercial and
private operators about who will do what
in an emergency happens will enhance
and ‘speed up’ the response.
Our region is part of an Otago and
Southland led Integrated Air Operations
Project (IAOP) to develop a structure to
help prioritise, task and coordinate what
is likely to be scarce aircraft resources.

The key focus area for this stretches from
Stewart Island, through Queenstown
Lakes District and into South Westland.
The outcome of the project will however
be able to be utilised in other parts of
the country as a model for structuring air
operations.
We are going to be working on a
West Coast Air Ops plan with local
operators which we will contact over
the next couple of months. This will
then integrate with the planning of our
neighbouring regions of Southland,
Otago and Canterbury.
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Gaunt Creek Alpine Fault tour
Recently our West Coast CDEM Coordinating
Executive Group (CEG) meeting was held in part
at Gaunt Creek near Whataroa with Gray Eatwell
owner of Alpine Fault Tours and Westland District
Southern Ward Councillor.

The group consisted of senior managers and planners for
Emergency Management from various parts of the South Island as
well as our West Coast CDEM Group and CEG, and our Ministry of
Civil Defence advisor.
We visited the internationally recognised exposure of the Alpine
Fault to provide first-hand experience of the direct impact on the
landscape that is caused during a rupture of the Alpine Fault.
A visit to Gaunt Creek is a must for anyone involved in
preparations for the next rupture of the Alpine Fault, mainly
because Mother Nature has provided an incredible insight into
the Fault’s power that can clearly be seen at this site.
Emergency Management planners throughout the South Island
from various agencies including CDEM are working hard to make
every effort to reduce the effects on communities from a large
event such as a rupture of the Alpine Fault.
West Coast CDEM is aiming to make communities as prepared as
possible to survive a large event such as an earthquake while also
working on reduction, readiness, response and recovery planning.

Community PULLS TOGETHER
Donations purchase UHF radios and vests for Buller Civil Defence
Funds raised through the Drop in the Bucket campaign in March,
have been used to purchase 25 UHF radios and Hi-Viz vests for the
Buller Civil Defence community.
Local Westport woman, Monica Williams,
led the campaign and $3000 was
donated to enable these resources to be
bought for distribution throughout the
district.
“I was impressed with the number of
volunteers who assisted with the excyclones that impacted us in February”,
Monica said “and after speaking with Erica,
it became apparent that to further support
our communities in times of need, we
required more radios and vests”.
‘I am stoked to be a part of such a giving
community and wish to extend my thanks

to all those people who donated and a
special mention must go to Steve White
who designed the original fundraising
poster”.
Erica Andrews, Buller’s Emergency
Management Officer, is delighted with the
donation that Monica and the community
has made. “This contribution will further
strengthen our response capabilities”
she said. “Communications & identifiable
volunteers are both critical components
in an emergency response and these
resources will help provide the assistance
our communities may need”.
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Regional VHF
Infrastructure

The installed Bald Hill Repeater on a
stunning West Coast day.

Great news that the Bald Hill VHF Repeater has
been successfully installed! Bald Hill is located
north of Haast, and just south of Lake Moeraki.
This repeater significantly increases our VHF ‘Emergency Services
Band’ reach through South Westland as the installation includes
a UHF link between Bald Hill and our other repeater on Mount
Bonar (north of HariHari).
This now provides us the opportunity to ‘check-in’ with local coordinators from across the region and we can incorporate radio
transmissions for South Westland into our radio comms checks
on a regular basis. Obviously the big win here is we now have
resilient communications at times of emergency into areas such
as Haast and Fox Glacier!
We would like to acknowledge the fantastic work and support
from Westpower, and also John van Dissell on this project.

(Un)scramble to get ready
Unscramble the words below to find a list of items that should be included
in your emergency preparedness stockpile.

1. BSTAKLEN

11. GMSAE

2. ODOF

12. MCSSOAP

3. AEWRT

13. APM

4. TRSTBAEEI

14 IAODR

5. LHASGLFTHI

15 HTLISEW

6. OEYNM

16 STEOCLH

7. IMCNDEIE

17. OOPTDFE

8. ESHCTMA
9. RNEAPENOC
10. FTIARITDIKS
(three words)

(two words)

18. SHOSE
19. KCJATE
Answers on following page
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Getaway kits
NO
WATER

NO
POWER

NO INTERNET
OR PHONE

WHAT WOULD
STUCK
AT HOME
HAVE TO
EVACUATE
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savings is a great time to check on your water bottles
and expiry date of snacks in your getaway kit.

n	In

the spring, instead of throwing away your unwanted or old
warm clothes, put an old jacket into your getaway kit.

n	Take

photocopies of your passport or drivers licence to add
to your kit. Also don’t forget to take a list of important phone
numbers such as friends and family, school, vet and doctors.

n	Some

comfortable closed shoes are essential. In the event
of an earthquake, there may be broken glass and debris that
might pose a hazard.

n	Think

about your pets. Make sure you keep your dog’s lead, or
a cat crate handy in case you have to leave in a hurry and add
some extra water and pet snacks into your kit. Make sure your
pets have identity tags with your telephone number in case
they get separated from you.

with spare batteries

n	Wind

and waterproof
clothing, sun hats, and
strong outdoor shoes.

all times.

n	Daylight

n	Radio

l at

you can purchase getaway kits it is easy to develop
your own from a re-useable shopping bag or an old backpack
you no longer need.

with spare batteries
or a self-charging torch

ul

n	Although

n	Torch

ff

Everyone should have a getaway bag with some warm clothes, a
bottle of water, some snacks, medications and copies of important
documents. Keep your torch, radio (a wind up radio is a great
option) and some cash handy, so you can grab them in a hurry.

Don’t forget to include:
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In an emergency you may have to leave your home
in hurry, have you thought about where you might
go? What you would take? What about pets? What
about neighbours that might need your help?

u r ca
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GET
HOME

n	First

aid kit and essential
medicines

n	Blankets
n	Pet

or sleeping bags

supplies

n	Toilet
n	Face

paper and large rubbish bags for your emergency toilet

and dust masks

Helpful tips
+ Check all batteries every three months
+ Battery powered lighting is the safest and easiest.
+ Do not use candles as they can tip over in earthquake
aftershocks or in a gust of wind.
+ Do not use kerosene lamps, which require a great deal of
ventilation and are not designed for indoor use.
+ If possible take food and water for at least three days if
possible with you.

For more information please collect one
of these from your local council or go to
www.happens.nz/

Answers to (un)scramble: 1. Blankets, 2. Food, 3. Water, 4. Batteries, 5. Flashlight, 6. Money, 7. Medicine, 8. Matches,
9. Can Opener, 10, First Aid Kit, 11. Games, 12. Compass, 13. Map ,14. Radio, 15. Whistle, 16. Clothes, 17. Pet Food,
18. Shoes, 19. Jacket

westcoastemergency.govt.nz

