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WELCOME
Welcome to the first issue 
of the West Coast CDEM 
news.

Our aim is to keep you up to 
date with what the West Coast 
Civil Defence and Emergency 
Management Team have been 
up to. We would also like to take 
this opportunity to provide some 
information to help you all be 
better prepared for emergencies. 
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CrEatE YOUr PEt EMErgENCY Kit
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Westland Emergency Management 
Advisor, Oliver Varley working with 
young “Hugo” on his Pet Emergency Kit.

S

þ   72 hour supply of food, bowls, and 
can opener

þ  72 hour supply of bottled water

þ  Blankets/towels (more than one in 
case they get soiled)

þ  Small toy

þ  Leash, muzzle, harness

þ   Litter pan, litter, plastic bags and 
scooper

þ  Pet carrier for transportation

þ   Medical records, especially proof of 
vaccinations (most boarding facilities 
will not accept pets without proof of 
current vaccination records).

þ  Medications and pet first aid kit

þ   Current photo of your pet in case he/
she gets lost

þ   Information on your pet’s feeding 
schedule, behavioural/medical 
concerns, and special instructions in 
case you have to board your pet

þ   List of boarding facilities in your 
area, hotels/motels that accept pets 
and friends and relatives that you 
and your pet can stay with (pets 
are generally not allowed inside 
emergency shelters designated for 
people, with the exception of service 
animals such as guide dogs.)

þ   ID tag (microchipping is also 
recommended)

One of our key messages is to make sure everyone in your family knows what to do 
before, during and after an emergency and we are all getting well practiced at his. 

However please remember the “other” members of our families that we often forget, OUR 
PETS! Please also consider putting together a kit for your “extended family” if you have 
them. Below is a few pointers:

reductIon     readIness     response     recovery

The West Coast CDEM and Natural Hazards team (left to right)Matt Beavon, Mark Crowe, 
Claire Brown, Jo Paterson, Erica Andrews, Oliver Varley, absent Rob Daniel.

For more information or to contact us 
please call 0508 800 118

iN tHiS iSSUE  Pet emergency Kits > Buller River Rises > Fun & Games > Controllers Training >
Plans Under Way > What's Coming Up > Fun for Kids > household Plans > Community Reconvenes 



Buller River reaches second alarm

SOUtH iSLaNd CONtrOLLErS traiNiNg

BULLeR
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WeSTLAND

Fun and Games
The biennial Franz Josef Glacier Games were held in April this year.

While the weather did not cooperate it did not dampen the spirts 
of the locals with a great turnout to the event. The local CDEM 
group was this year’s charity of choice with all funds raised going 
back into Franz Josef community civil defence.

The West Coast CDEM Group would like to thank the community 
for the support and hospitality on the day.

Surface flooding affected some areas, 
and flooding from the Inangahua River 
spilled onto to the road with NZTA 
making the decision to close the 
Inangahua Junction road overnight. 

Communities from Hector North were 
without power for nearly 24 hours 
with the team from Buller Electricity 
working in trying conditions to get it 
restored as quickly as they could.

Information was posted on the Buller 
Civil Defence Facebook page keeping 
the public updated as the weather 
system passed through.

A significant amount of heavy 
rain fell across the West Coast, 
and in the headwaters, causing 
rivers to rise aggressively 
before slowing to a steady rise 
rate on Sunday 8th July.

A number of rivers around the West 
Coast Region reached their first and in 
some cases, second alarms but from 
around midnight started to recede.

There were reports of a number of slips, 
including one near the Lyell cemetery 
which made SH6 impassable for a 
number of hours and caused damage to 
member of the public’s vehicle. www.facebook.com/BullerCD/

simon Bastion (front right), 
Westland district council 
ceo and Local controller, 
recently attended two days of 
professional development in 
dunedin along with 20 other 
cdem controllers from various 
south Island councils and 
partner agencies.

The training was hosted and run 
by Emergency Management Otago 
with many professional presenters 
contributing to the training. This forms 
part of the West Coast CDEM Group’s 
training and development program.

westcoastemergency.govt.nz



Te RŪNANGA O NGĀTi WAeWAe 

emergency Planning well 
under way
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Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Waewae has made great progress at 
developing their Marae emergency preparedness plan. 

The plan is a collection of information 
including key contacts, resources, 
inventory of what provisions are 
available, maps, and also identifies who 
is delegated to check on elderly and 
vulnerable people in the community. 

Much of the information in the plan was 
already available. This exercise was about 
pulling existing information together and 
checking that Ngāti Waewae had what was 
needed to put them in a better position to 
respond in  an emergency. It is also really 
important for others to be able to pick the 
plan up and run with it if key people are 
out of the area for example.  

Most importantly it is about the 
conversation with the Rūnanga and wider 
whānau about being ready, and talking 
about what’s going to happen and who is 
going to do what.  

“No plan is perfect, but this is about us 
talking openly about ‘what if’ and having 
a better understanding the role of the 
Rūnanga, the Marae and the connection 
with the local Civil Defence team.” said 
Hamiria Hutana, Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 
Waewae Secretariat.

This work comes off the back of several 
Rūnanga Hui that West Coast Emergency 
Management Group has attended, along 
with input from other agencies including 
Te Rānanga o Ngāi Tahu, Community 
Public Health and Te Puni Kōkiri. 

Claire Brown from the West Coast 
Emergency Management Group said 
“We are also looking at future training 
opportunities and some fun ways to test 
and exercise the plan.” 

Hamiria Hutana (Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 
Waewae Secretariat) with a copy of the 
Marae Preparedness Plan for Arahura.

What’s comInG up
Combining Our expertise

We have a very busy period 
coming up, working towards an 
operational exercise (simulated 
event) which we will run toward 
the end of september.  

The exercise will bring many agencies 
from around the Coast together to 
combine their resources, and practice 
their skills, in response to a major 
earthquake scenario on the Alpine fault. 
We are very fortunate this year to be able 
to incorporate this with a National Urban 
Search and Rescue (USAR) exercise that 
will be run here on the Coast. More on 
this to come…

New Zealand ShakeOut

all of new Zealand is susceptible to earthquakes and all of our 
coastline is at risk of tsunami. We can’t predict when one will 
happen, but we can protect ourselves and our family.

New Zealand ShakeOut is our national 
earthquake drill and tsunami hikoi 
(communal march/walk),  taking place on 
Thursday 18 October 2018 at 9.30am.

This year we are encouraging all early 
childhood centres, schools, tertiary 
organisations to sign up, hold a Drop, 
Cover and Hold drill, and plan a tsunami 
hikoi if they are in a tsunami zone. 

Families, individuals, businesses and 
other organisations can take part too.

“practice doesn’t make perfect practice reduces the imperfection.” 
Toba Beta

westcoastemergency.govt.nz
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T E S T A A P W T T R K S P D

T C T C T C T A T W D C T R C

A A C T G D I E T A E C T A L

R H E O O A K E R H W T N D I

F O O T M C D N S S O O I I S

E L K M A P I O B O P N P O E

I W A J T S A A P E T F O O D

O H E S C S T S N I L A C M P

T I N L H T S E S H O E S O G

M S I S E L R M K E C K I I I

E T C R S I I A T N C W E E R

E L I S D A F G F H A F P H K

A E D T S O S E H T O L C I L

S Y E N O M N D E T F O B E E

S S M D P M A R W A L E E C O

Think about the different supplies you need in an emergency and try to find them in the word search. Once you're done, ask
your parents to help you make sure your family's kit is stocked with these items.

BLANKETS • FOOD • WATER • BATTERIES • FLASHLIGHT • MONEY • MEDICINE • MATCHES • CAN OPENER •
FIRST AID KIT • GAMES • COMPASS • MAP • RADIO • WHISTLE • CLOTHES • PET FOOD • SHOES • JACKET

www.getreadyforflu.org/clocksstocks

plan to look after yourself and your loved ones for 
at least 3 days or more

Many disasters will affect essential services and possibly disrupt 
your ability to travel or communicate with each other. You may be 
confined to your home, or forced to evacuate your neighbourhood. 
In the immediate aftermath of a disaster, emergency services will 
not be able to get help to everyone as quickly as needed.

This is when you are likely to be most vulnerable. So it is important 
to plan to look after yourself and your loved ones for at least three 
days or more in the event of a disaster.

Get your family or household together and agree on a plan. A 
functional emergency plan helps alleviate fears about potential 
disasters, and can help you respond safely and quickly when a 
disaster happens.

charleston-Waitakere civil defence 
community Group reconvenes
The Charleston-Waitakere Civil Defence Community Group 
recently held a meeting with a number of community 
members in attendance at the Geotech offices with Buller 
emergency Management Officer, erica Andrews.

An update on West Coast Civil Defences new team, community 
response centres and an overview on communications options in 
an emergency was provided with plenty of questions asked as the 
evening progressed.

A discussion was held about Community response plans and 
everyone agreed that dividing the geographical area into clusters 
and allocating a cluster leader to each, would support a better 
information flow back to the Co-coordinator to relay intelligence 
back to the Emergency Operation Centre in Westport.

Sarah Stephen, newly appointed Charleston-Waitakere Civil Defence 
Community Co-ordinator said “We feel that one of our first priorities 
will be to ensure that we have the ability to communicate amongst 
what may be multiple isolated parts of our wider Charleston area. 

“this we hope will then enable us to be as 
coordinated, united and supportive of each other 
as possible while also meeting the various potential 
needs that travellers and visitors could have.

Our main communication link, to the Emergency Operations Centre 
in Westport, will be from Charleston’s central township.”

EMErgENCY PrEParEdNESS 
WOrd SEarCH FOr KidS

BLaNKEtS

FOOd

WatEr

BattEriES

FLaSHLigHt

MONEY

MEdiCiNE

MatCHES

CaN OPENEr

FirSt aid Kit

gaMES

COMPaSS

MaP

radiO

WHiStLE

CLOtHES

PEt FOOd

SHOES

JaCKEt

Think about the different supplies you need in an 
emergency and try to find them in the word search. Once 
you’re done, ask your parents to help you make sure your 
family’s kit is stocked with these items.

YOUr HOUSEHOLd PLaN

On the following pages 
you will find  household 
emergency plan and 
Checklist. Fill these out 
with the members of your 
household. 

Remember, being prepared is the key to getting 
through.

westcoastemergency.govt.nz



HOUSEHOLD EMERgEncy PLAn
Complete this plan with all members of your household

yOUR HOUSEHOLD Address

Name Phone numbers

Name Phone numbers

Name Phone numbers

Name Phone numbers

Name Phone numbers

1. If we can’t get home or contact each other we will 
meet or leave a message at:

Name 

Contact details 

Name (back-up) 

Contact details 

Name (out of town) 

Contact details 

2. The person responsible for collecting the children 
from school is:

Name 

Contact details 

3. Emergency Survival Items and Getaway Kit 

Person responsible for checking water and food

Items will be checked and replenished on:

(check and replenish at least once a year)

The Getaway Kits are stored in the

4. The radio station (inc AM/FM frequency) we will 
tune in to for local civil defence information during 
an emergency

5. Friends/neighbours who may need our help or who 
can help us

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

6. On a separate sheet of paper draw a plan of the 
house showing places to shelter in an earthquake 
or storm, exits and safe assembly areas and where 
to turn off water, electricity and gas.

IMPORtAnt PHOnE nUMbERS For  Pol ice ,  F ire  or  AmbulAnce  c All  111
Local Police station 
Medical Centre 
Insurance Company 
Vet/Kennel/Cattery 
Electricity Supplier 

Water Supplier 
Gas Supplier 
Electrician 
Plumber 
Builder 

Council Emergency Helpline 

328527-Pr05.indd   1 24/08/10   11:54 AM
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The 4rS

For  more  informat ion  v is i t  the  c iv i l  Defence  emergency  management 
of f ice  at  your  nearest  counci l  o r

www.getthru.govt.nz
produCed by the ministry of CiVil defenCe and emerGenCy manaGement

emerGencY SurViVAl  iTemS
 Torch with spare batteries or a self-charging 

torch

 Radio with spare batteries 

 Wind and waterproof clothing, sun hats, and 
strong outdoor shoes

 First aid kit and essential medicines 

 Blankets or sleeping bags 

 Pet supplies 

 Emergency toilet - toilet paper and large 
rubbish bags 

 Face and dust masks

Check all batteries every 3 months.

FooD AnD wATer  For  3  DAYS  or  more 
 Non-perishable food (canned or dried food) 

 Food, formula and drinks for babies and 
small children

 Water (at least 3 litres per person, per day) 
for drinking

 Water for washing and cooking 

 A primus or gas barbeque to cook on 

 A can opener 

Consider stocking a two-week supply of food 
and water for prolonged emergencies such as a 
pandemic. Check and replace food and water 
every twelve months.

How To  STore  wATer
• Wash bottles thoroughly in hot water. Fill 

each bottle with tap water until it overflows. 
Add five drops of household bleach per litre 
of water (or half a teaspoon for 10 litres)

• Store in a cool dark place and replace the 
water every 12 months

Ge TAwAY KiTS
Everyone in the house should have a packed 
getaway kit in an easily accessible place which 
includes:

 Torch and radio with spare batteries

 Hearing aids and spare batteries, glasses or 
mobility aids

 Emergency water and easy-to-carry food 
rations 

 Extra supplies of special dietary items

 First aid kit and essential medicines

 For infants or young children – formula and 
food, nappies 

 Change of clothes (wind/waterproof clothing 
and strong outdoor shoes)

 Toiletries – towel, soap, toothbrush, sanitary 
items, toilet paper

 Blankets or sleeping bags

 Face and dust masks

 Pet supplies

 Important documents:

 Identification (birth and marriage 
certificates/driver’s licences and 
passports

 Financial ( insurance policies and 
mortgage)

 precious family photos

i F  we  HAVe  To  eVAcuATe  we  will :
 Take our Getaway Kit

 Turn off electricity and water

 Turn off gas only if we suspect a leak or if 
asked to do so by the authorities

 Take our pets with us

gEt READy SO yOU cAn gEt tHRU

HOUSEHOLD EMERgEncy  
cHEckLISt

wHAt yOU wILL nEED tO gEt tHROUgH

328527-Pr05.indd   2 24/08/10   11:54 AM
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